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In early November, the independent Democracy Foundation (Fundacion para la Democracia)
announced plans to ask the government's Federal Election Institute (Instituto Federal Electoral,
IFE) to allow international observers to monitor the country's general elections in August 1994. In
a press conference on Nov. 6, Foundation president Alejandro Rojas proposed that the observers
be allowed to serve as "another source of opinions" regarding the outcome elections, rather than
in an official capacity as "judges," which is forbidden Mexican electoral law. "Our independence
and national sovereignty can only be defended if a democratic process is in place," he said. Rojas
is a member of the ruling Institutional Revolutionary Party (PRI), although he is not representing
the party in the Foundation. "It is in the name of democracy that we are requesting the observers."
He emphasized that the Foundation is not endorsing or supporting any particular candidate. In an
earlier interview with the Spanish news service EFE, Rojas suggested that, in addition to offering
their opinions on the fairness of the elections, the observers be allowed to perform such tasks as
reviewing the accuracy of voter registration lists and ensuring that all candidates have fair access
to the communications media. Rojas said the Foundation, which includes members from all of
Mexico's major political parties, has proposed sending periodic reports on the electoral process
to the Human Rights Commission of the Organization of American States (OAS) and to Amnesty
International. This information would be gathered both from the various political parties as well
as the different official electoral agencies. He said this information should provide all the details
necessary for the two international organizations to form an objective analysis. Rojas appeared
to offer the proposal as a compromise to the Salinas administration's position. The Mexican
government has staunchly refused to allow any foreign electoral observers into the country and has
stated categorically that ensuring fair elections is exclusively the responsibility of Mexicans. On the
other hand, Cuauhtemoc Cardenas, presidential candidate of the opposition Democratic Revolution
Party (PRD), endorsed the proposal to invite international observers. Cardenas said observers
from any country should be welcomed to Mexico as long as they limit their role to monitoring
activities. According to La Jornada newspaper, representatives from the Atlanta-based Carter
Center established by former US president Jimmy Carter visited Mexico in late October to meet
with officials of the PRD and the National Action Party (PAN) to determine what role, if any, they
could play in the elections. The Carter Center has monitored six major elections in Latin America
since 1989. Former presidents Carter, Oscar Arias of Costa Rica and Raul Alfonsin of Argentina, also
visited Mexico in October to examine the country's new electoral laws, passed earlier this year. In a
report compiled after their visit, the three former heads of state gave the political reforms promoted
by Salinas a mixed assessment. The report described reforms implemented thus far including the
opening of media access to opposition parties and publication of campaign finance data as good first
steps. However, they said much more needs to be done. "It is essential that all political parties train
sufficient numbers of poll-watchers to cover the entire nation. The new law should be modified to
give observers, as organizations, full access...and to welcome international observers as a legitimate
part of the process," the report said. The report also questioned whether the structure exists to
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conduct an independent and effective audit of the voter registration list and photo credentials
program. The report issued the following recommendations for the IFE: conduct independent
audits of voter registration lists, and make corrections as soon as possible; present accurate reports
on party finances to assure that the governing PRI does not use state funds for its campaign; and,
guarantee fairness in access to the media. (Sources: El Financiero International, 10/25/93; Spanish
news service EFE, 10/27/93; La Jornada, 10/19/93, 10/25/93, 10/31/93; Notimex, 11/02/93, 11/07/93;
Reuter, 11/04/93)
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